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child of the flag-staff signalman, who had been killed when
working one of the guns.

Nevertheless, it was absolutely necessary to exact severe
punishment for an act of war which had struck a severe blow
at the safety and prestige of the Europeans in New Zealand.
The islands were practically destitute of military defence, and
there was no knowing what might happen if other tribes
joined the rebellion. Troops were hurried across from
Sydney, while the missionaries were endeavouring to calm
the excitement of the friendly tribes. Unfortunately only a
few small guns were sent with the reinforcements, and Colonel
Despard, the commanding officer, was inexperienced in Maori
tactics* Hone Heke, the rebel who had been joined by a tribe
under a chief named Kawiti, fell back upon a stronghold
named the Okaihau Pah. This ' pah,' or native fort, situated
in the heart of a forest, was formed of a double row of strong
palisades and a deep ditch in which many of the enemy lay
concealed. Waka Nene, our faithful ally, strongly advised
Colonel Despard not to attempt an assault upon such a strong
position, but to sit down quietly and wait until the two chiefe
were forced to surrender owing to lack of food and water.

But Despard wanted a little glory, and he was not the man
to play a waiting game for long. Perhaps, also, he had been
touched by the spirit of his opponents, as revealed by an
extraordinary act of chivalry. A convoy of food, surrounded
by a band of Heke's warriors, had been untouched on the
score that the enemy would not be able to fight if he had no
food, and the Maori desire was to fight him, not to starve him,
It should be mentioned here that these chivalrous scruples
\\ere repeatedly shown in Maori warfare, and there were
occasions when the Maoris actually supplied their enemy with
food for the same reason.

For some days the 'pah' was bombarded by the foolish
little pop-guns which went by the name of artillery, and
completely failed to effect a breach. Then, contrary to advice,
Coiouel Despard ordered a general assault* With desperate